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Ruth Kirchmeier

I'VE ALWAYS HAD GREAT REVERENCE FOR NATURE. I'm very
naurished by the natural world — | grew up in a rural community in New

Jersey. It was almost a territory. We didn't have water or electricity

Part of the reason why | love wood cuts (s my father was a cabinet maker,
I used to hang out In his shop a lot. He would also carve beautiful cary-
ings. He had to learn calligraphy. He had to endure an apprenticeship that

was Dickensian in nature.

Une of tather’s friends was Josel Scharl. When he visited | felf like | was
armong Qlymplans, | was terrified. Mow, | would not be ashamed to show

miy prints to Josef Scharl
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tered, and you have to figure out
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ems that through the

raordinary.
It sounds so self-satisfied. But, the printing medium i S LIFPrising
and permits me to do things | was never able to do that

with painting

Martha's Vineyard Arts & ldeas IMTEr 2




